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Identification and population abundance of stored product pests of date palm varieties in Iran

Farazmand. H.', M. Naseri’, F.R. Khorshidi’, E. Mohajeri* and G.R. Kajbaf Vala®
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Storage pests are the important factors in decreasing date palm yield in Iran. The comparison of palm varieties indicated that the highest
and lowest infested varieties to storage pests were Deski (Balouchistan region) and Deiri (Khuzestan region), respectively. In addition, the
mean infestation rate of date was 21%. More than 20 species of storage pests were identified, including the most important pests such as
Carda figuliella, Batrachedra amydraula, Carpophilus hemipterus and Oryzaephilus surinamensis. During this research, a moth species,
Carda figulilella, and a moth form, Carda figulilella f. halfaella, which were found in Baluchistan and Khuzestan regions, were new records
for date stored product pests of Iran. Some larval parasitoid wasps were identified, belonging to Bethylidae and Braconidae (Habrobracon
hebetor).
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